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Abstract 
 
    We are close to sixty years since the introduction of nuclear power for electricity 
generation, the event which culminated from the series of possibly brightest scientific 
ideas and greatest fundamental discoveries ever. However, even in its late maturity, the 
spectrum of various perspectives of nuclear power is nowadays broader, hotter and more 
colorful than ever. Hardly any of its aspects stays firmly and undisputable – these are 
rather subjects of hot debates, doubts or controversies. Experts and public are separated 
by the ever growing abyss of misunderstanding and mistrust.  Progress with introducing 
new generation of nuclear rectors – featuring intrinsic (passive) safety, high fuel 
efficiency and small remaining nuclear waste – is surprisingly slow.  
   Nuclear knowledge still remains somehow encapsulated among nuclear specialists. 
With a very few exceptions, nuclear society never succeeded in really convincing general 
public about NP benefits largely outweighing drawbacks and risks. Coal is No.1 current 
source of energy for electricity production and will likely remain so for long foreseeable 
time to come. 
   Why is it so? Why is NP not progressing the way it objectively deserves? Why is it 
lingering far behind poorer performing competitors, fossil fuels in particular? Are we 
happy with our nuclear sector? Is there enough initiative, momentum, innovation, 
daringness, openness, confidence and self-confidence, vision and charismatic leadership? 
Possibly not. Among multiple reasons which could be listed, one appears as a “red 
thread” in all nuclear troubles&stumbles: deficiency in knowledge, competence and 
accountability. 
    Nuclear regulatory framework is in place to keep all aspects of nuclear activities within 
publicly, politically and professionally acceptable limits. Political will is above all, 
therefore a dilemma like “knowledge or law?” is artificial. Knowledge, competence and 
accountability can be and should be imposed by legal force, like all other aspects of 
human norms and activities.  
   While aiming at an international convention on nuclear knowledge, competence and 
accountability would be not realistic in the near future, an international code of conduct 
on this subject would be a welcome step in between. Enough fundaments exist, e.g. in 
IAEA tecdoc guiding documents. 
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